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Homework Assignments (15% of total grade) 
   

Assigned Problems, Activity 
Sheets, Etc.  

Non-Test Weeks Test Weeks 

 
Due 
 

 
The following class period 

 
Test Day 

Each homework assignment will consist of problems assigned from the text and other sources.   Homework will be 
scored in the following way:  
    
    3 pts turned in when due 
    2 pts assignment is complete 

5 pts  work (including all graphical displays) 
     corrections, and methods used are shown    
    10 pts  TOTAL per packet 
 
Each day, students will be checking and scoring their assignments.  The score will need to be added to the top of 
each assignment (see above!).  It’s important that you actively correct your homework. There is no way to learn 
from your mistakes and improve without it. Each assignment will be due the next time we meet – students will 
turn it in after we finish going over it.   
 
A word on late work-     
Students will be able to turn in late or missing work up to the test day.  Please note students automatically lose 
the 3 points awarded for the packet being turned in on time.  It is possible to lose additional points for 
incomplete/answers only assignments.  Students with excused absences will be allowed to turn in their work 
without penalty.  Simply write “Absent” or “Late” at the top of the assignment and give it to me.  
 
Quizzes – including Skills Quizzes (15% of total grade) 
A typical quiz will be given on occasion and at any time to quickly check on a student’s understanding of recent 
concepts. The Skills Quizzes are quizzes that assess proficiency in basic computational and procedural skills. These 
skills can be thought of as the building blocks needed for understanding concepts on a deeper level. These concept 
skills are numbered 1 through 25 and students will be expected to show proficiency for each skill over the course 
of the semester. Students and parents will be able to see which skills they have mastered on Home Access. 
Students will have a score of 0, 1 or 2 for each skill. All students should have a score of 2 for each skill by the end 
of the semester. A score of 2 means that the student passed this skill with a 100% accuracy twice and has thus 
mastered this concept. Assessments for each skill will be given multiple times throughout the semester. 
 
Tests (45% of total grade) and Team Tests (5%) 
Team tests are centered around working with a small group of 2 or 3 other students as you learn how to read, 
interpret, and write mathematical equations to solve more complex problems, such as a word problem. Each 
student will receive the same group grade.  
Tests will be given at the end of each chapter or unit, and are worth 100 points each.  

 Students will remain in the classroom during all testing sessions.   

 Restroom breaks must be taken before or after testing. 

 All electronic devices are to be turned off and placed in the caddy while testing (well, all the time actually). 



 Tests will be completed within the allotted time.  If a student does not finish, the student will do an 

alternate test or problems.  If giving a multiple day test, students will not be given the same pages over 2 

or more days.  

Finals (20% of total grade) 
Students will take two final examinations. Each final will assess material covered during the specific semester.  
 
 
How are students expected to behave in Algebra 1? 
I think we all have been at school long enough to know what is meant by “appropriate classroom behavior.”  You 
and your classmates have the right to go about the business of learning free from the fear of being intimidated or 
embarrassed.  The teacher has the right to go about the business of helping you learn without disruption.  Realize 
that I am here to help you be successful in this class – students bear half the responsibility in maintaining that 
relationship.  Thus, you (the student) are expected to: 

Respect everyone at all times.  This means students are to: be quiet and attentive while others, including 
the teacher, are speaking; respect others’ personal space; respect the property of all those in the 
classroom; and be polite to others. Obviously, both teacher and students need to show proper etiquette in 
the classroom.  This means no inappropriate language, actions, or improper dress. 
Come prepared.  What can I say?  Be on time and bring your stuff!   
Sit in your assigned seat.  Whether students have assigned themselves a seat or not, students are 
required to sit in that seat for all lectures and assignments.  I take attendance from the seating chart, so if 
you don’t want to get marked absent or tardy – sit in your assigned seat. If behavior deems it necessary, I 
will assign you a seat. Be patient and be good – that way you get to make the seating chart! 
Common sense procedures:  Food and drink are not allowed. Bottled water is acceptable. You are not to 
use your cell phone or any other electronic device during class without permission. Please avoid asking to 
leave the room during a lesson or presentation – that’s called interrupting and it’s rude.  You will not be 
allowed to leave the classroom repeatedly – unless you have some verifiable health issue that requires it.  
Being desperate to find out what So&So said about Whats-er-name is not on my list of verifiable health 
issues.  Suddenly turning pale green and clammy IS on my list, so please…head for the door.  Other 
“urgent” matters do occur but do not attempt to take advantage of my congenial, generous nature.  
Enough said.  
 
Passes to leave class – Call slips from the office = obvious. Trips to the bathroom/get water = not so much. 
I’m used to a school that used “hall passes” and it was easy…one pass, one person out at a time – even 
during block periods. I’m trying to figure out what method will work best for this campus. Basically, more 
than two out at a time = not gonna happen unless there’s an emergency. 

 
What happens if someone doesn’t behave as expected? 
Should the student choose not to behave accordingly, the following consequences will occur: 1st time – verbal 
warning; 2nd time – I will speak with the student privately regarding the problem and an outside adult (parent, 
guardian, counselor, etc) may be contacted; 3rd time – all of the above and you may be referred to the 
administration.  School policy on electronic devices, dress code, and food/drink in the classroom will be enforced.  
One must realize that the teacher reserves the right to refer a student directly to campus 
supervision/administration if student behavior is determined to be extreme and detrimental to a positive 
classroom environment. 
 
Anything Else? 
Try to keep in mind that I am a reasonable person. I try. I am willing to work with any student who takes the 
initiative to improve their performance.  Students should feel free to discuss any problems keeping up with their 
work, or doing poorly on tests.   Although I don’t offer extra credit assignments or projects, I want to emphasize 
the importance of communicating about any issues regarding student achievement.  I want my students to learn 
to enjoy studying mathematics – not to feel discouraged or overwhelmed by it. 


